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Principal’s Corner
Trying or Training - 

Proverbs 22:6 says, “Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from 
it.” I recently heard a sermon in which the pastor spoke about training vs trying in our Christian life and 
this verse immediately came to mind.  God’s Word doesn’t encourage us to try to teach a child - it directs 
us to train a child. 

Oftentimes you hear people say “try your best” when doing something new.  Whether  it is trying a new 
sport or food. We try something to see if we like it. However, when it comes to nurturing faith and pointing 
our children to Christ and the gift of salvation, we can’t just try. We must train children in the Christian 
way of life. 

Intentional. Training requires intentionality. Someone who is going to run a marathon doesn’t wake up 
one morning and decide today I will run 26.2 miles! The runner trains - nothing is left to chance.  When 
it comes to our children, we can’t try to lead them to Christ - we must train them to have a relationship 
with Christ. 

Children today are highly influenced by home, church, school, peers and social media. As Christian 
parents, we aim to capitalize on the influences we can control. We set examples in our home, we connect 
with a church family, and we seek educational settings that are God-pleasing. For over 100 years, ICS has 
partnered with Christian homes and churches to train children to grow spiritually, achieve academically 
and thrive personally. By the grace of God this will continue for many years to come at ICS! 

   Mrs. Kooima



chapel
The chapel theme for January and February is Stronger Through Scripture.  Pastor Bob Drenten came on Thursday, January 
12, to speak about our theme verse, Psalm 119:105.  Using Clay Richardson as a volunteer, he showed how easy it is to get 
distracted by loud voices all around us. Clay was blindfolded and tried to find an object while the student body was divided 
into sections to yell different directions to him to find the object.  Then Pastor Bob used his quiet voice to direct Clay to the 
object.  When we are trying to serve God, the voices of the world compete with the words from Scripture.  We need to put 
God’s Word in our hearts so we can see and stay on the right path.  Students completed posters as an activity and wrote 
down Scripture and Bible stories that have helped them stay on the path.  It was a great reminder how God will strengthen 
us through His Word.

Kindergarten
We were able to start off our new quarter with a new teacher in the classroom!  Miss Vander Pol is a student teacher from 
Dordt, and she will be spending time in our classroom until the beginning of March!  The students enjoy having two teachers!

As we continue to work through the third quarter, the kindergarteners have been writing lots of sentences, reading lots of words, 
and memorizing scripture!  Right now, the kids are working on learning Psalm 23!  We just started a unit called “Materials and 
Motion” in Science.  We will experiment with wood, paper, and fabric.  In Social Studies and Reading, our focus is on “America, 
Then and Now.”  We have a lot of questions about homes and schools long ago.  We are pretty happy that we have all of the 
luxuries that we do now!  

With all of the work in the classroom, we have had some time for fun as well!  Students have participated in all school sledding, 
ate some yummy hot chocolate, and sang with the rest of the school.  This coming month, we look forward to some special 
reading rewards activities, pixie week (we haven’t done this before but we are excited!), and even a pep rally!  So many new 
experiences for the Kindergarten class!  We always enjoy the new adventures!

Mrs. Kuperus



1st & 2nd Grade
I can’t believe our school year is already half over. We have had such a 
great year so far and the 1st and 2nd graders are so thankful to be back in 
school after Christmas break and all of those snow days! In social studies 
we have been learning about landforms all around the world by “traveling” 
to different continents. There were some disappointed students when they 
realized we weren’t REALLY flying to those places!!! While learning about 
the landforms in each continent, we also spend time learning about various 
countries and their people. While visiting those countries, we spend time 
making items found specifically there, like Matryoshka dolls in Russia, a 
dragon puppet in China, and Japanese fans to name a few!. We spent most of 

this semester learning the 
entire 17 verses of the 10 
Commandments in class. 
The students worked so 
hard each week learning 
the new verses and they are so proud now that they have it memorized! We 
also just finished a unit on the Judges in Bible. It’s always a great reminder 
to see how God used ordinary people to do extraordinary things, and He 
can use us too! Some of our other highlights the past few months were 
going swimming, sledding, our class Christmas party, and a book tasting in 
reading. We are looking forward to a great second half of the year!

            Mrs. Oolman

3rd & 4th Grade
We just got back from enjoying time in God’s creation ice fishing and snow shoeing!  The kids had a blast.  What a winter we 
have had with all of this snow, ice, and fog!  Through it all, the kids have remained faithful in being good students and they 
LOVE it.  (I don’t so much:)) 

We just finished learning about Jacob and Esau in Bible.  The kids had so many questions about birth rights and blessings.  
We had great discussions about “tricking” people and how it is not the right thing to do.  Everyone did great on the test as well. 

In Social Studies we are learning about Native Americans and made tipis out of tortilla shells. We also wrote stories using 
symbols they used to use.  The kids wrote some great stories. 

We have been busy in Math learning about types of measurement in 3rd grade. The cups, pints, quarts and gallons is sure 
confusing but they are getting it.  They love to measure with their rulers.  4th grade is learning about area and volume.  Both 
are learning skills that will help them all throughout their life. 

We are excited for some fun things coming up.  We have Spirit Week, our reading reward party (Starbooks) and Valentine’s 
exchange with our classmates.  We appreciate all of the prayers and support.  Stay warm and safe!

God Bless, Mrs. Sieck



5th & 6th Grade
Where did January go? Between Christmas break and snow days, this month has 
just flown by! It has been fun to watch the kids playing in the snow! Even with 10 
inches of snow on the ground, the football games at recess continue!
The 7th and 8th graders recently did a Science Circus to finish out the quarter. This 
included 9 different stations of science explorations. How many drops of water can 
you fit on the top of a penny? How many pennies can you fit on an origami boat 
before it sinks? What happens to a compass when you have a magnet nearby? 
How quick are your reflexes? These quick explorations allow students to experience 
science first hand and cause a multitude of wonderings.
In 5th and 6th grade Bible, we are learning more and more about how the Bible is all 
connected, and continually see God’s hand at work. He allowed His chosen people 
to be carried off into exile after numerous evil kings, and now the Jews are facing 
total annihilation with an edict issued by one of King Xerxes officials. How will God 
keep His promise to the Jews, and what role will Esther play in this?
It has been so fun to get to see all of the smiles, joy, and excitement that these 
Middle Schoolers have. There is always someone each day there to brighten the 
room!  We recently got to take this fun picture for School Choice week, and I feel like 
it really captured that joy and excitement they have!

Mrs Buma

7th & 8th Grade
With all the snow days, MAPS testing, and the Christmas time fun we had these past 
few weeks, it has been hard to get into the rhythm of school. We have two full weeks 
in February with five days so that will definitely help. It is hard to believe we are in 
the 3rd Quarter of school already!

The 7th and 8th graders are enjoying reading the book Code Talker. It is a historical 
fiction book that contains factual information on World War II. We are learning more 
about the Navajo Indians and their culture. Through our reading, we are becoming 
more familiar with the plot and central ideas. The 7th and 8th graders are wonderful 
at participating in class discussions and really impress me on their knowledge and 
understanding!

I was eager to get back to teaching them in Social Studies. We begin many class 
periods by watching World Watch. It is a news clip on current events that is reported 
on with a Christian viewpoint. The students ask about each day if they can watch it! 
They don’t know this, but turning it on is great way to quickly quiet them down after 

they return from recess. They just 
completed a slide presentation on 
our neighboring country of Canada. 
They each chose a territory or 
province that they researched and 
presented to the class. It always 
amazes me how creatve they are in their ablitlies!  

We just wrapped up our unit of The Early Church and Paul’s Missionary Work. 
They have memorized the 10 Commandments, Philippians 4:4-9, Galations 
5:13-18 and are currently working on Isaiah 40:28-31. They are wonderful at 
memorizing God’s Word!

We look forward to all the fun happening this next month with Spirit and Pixie 
Week. It is a blessing to see students at all ages interact and enjoy each other. 
It is one of the many gifts Ireton Christian School has been given! 

Mrs. Zylstra



sledding



ice fishing tournament



                      * Lifetime members ($500.00)
                        Yearly Members ($25.00) 

Would you like to support Christian Education by becoming a Foundation member? The board would like to invite anyone to help promote Ireton Christian 
School. For a yearly fee of $25 or a Lifetime membership of $500, you can become an Ireton Christian School Foundation member. Please visit the school 
office or mail $25 or $500 to Ireton Christian and you will be added to the membership list! (List will be updated monthly). ALL proceeds will be placed in our 
Endowment Fund. The money raised will help defray the cost of major repairs and educational expenses encountered throughout the year, as well as helping 
keep the cost of education at a minimum. THANKS for your support!

Ireton Christian School does not discriminate in its employment policies and practices, or in its educational program on the basis of race, color, age, sex, handicap, national origin, or ancestry.

       2022-2023 Ireton Christian School Covenant Foundation Members

February and March 
birthdays
February 7  Peter Bos
February 8  Abram McInnis
February 10  Austin Wielenga
February 20  Leevi Vink
March 2  Owen Westergard
March 14  Mia Weida

Upcoming Events
February 13  Parent Teacher Conferences
February 20  No School - President’s Day
February 24  Winter Social & Dessert Dash
March 11  Bluegrass Gospel Concert
March 17  Grandparent’s Day
   12:30 dismissal
   End of 3rd Quarter

library
We are halfway through the school year already.  It’s going 
so quickly and the students are over halfway to their AR 
reading goal.  Twenty students were in the 90% Club this 
quarter and one student answered every question right and 
was in the 100% club.  It’s rewarding to see students find 
books they enjoy and understand.  Graphic novels are the 
most requested type of book.  The first and second graders 
enjoy acting out the books we study and the kindergartners 
enjoy reading books and making something to help us 
remember the book.   Reading is a hobby you can do at any 
age.  It’s especially fun to do it with little ones and get them 
started on the road to success.

TRIP News
Upcoming order dates are: Feburary 13, March 13, April 17, 
May 15.
TRIP Order forms can be printed off the school website if 
you need one.  Orders need to be in the TRIP box in the 
school office or given to Donna Koopmans by 8:00 AM on 
order dates in your family envelope.

Brenda Van Wyhe
Marion and Janice Van Soelen 
                                (2021 - 4 years)
Jason Meyer *                                     
Nicholaas and Arletta Dorhout*
Brent and Cindy Davelaar**
Tena Kramer *
Curtis J. DeVries****
Sadie De Vries****
Leroy and Joan Punt*
Evonne Wielenga*
John and Alice Jongma*******
Allen and Clara Eisma *                              
Jim and Mandy Viet*
Rick and Jill Schouten*
Michael J. Jongma*
Randy and Glenda Van Wyhe *               
Gerrit and Tracy Byker*
Kelly and Carmen Noteboom*
Darrell and Kate Noteboom*

Warren and Ruth Dekkers*
Lawrence and Dinah Ter Horst*
Duane and Lee Ann Bonnema*
Earl and Toots Kooi*
Dan and Sharon Byker*
Gerald and Rhonda Postma*
Stan and Barb Hoekstra*
Jay and Marlene Broek*
Verlyn and Karel Dekkers*
Brian and Sharla Gradert*
Allen and Ruth De Jager*
Roger and Joann Obbink*
Dick and Harriet Bonnema *
Tim and Lori Bonnema*
Bryan and Deanne Dekkers*
Doug and Cinda Faber *
David and Tammy Noteboom *
William & Nancy Kingma *
June Erickson *
Paul & Karen Bos *

Kathy Van Wyhe *
Dean and Jean Bos *
Jim and Angela Dekkers *
Carl and Ellen Klompien *
Sadie De Vries Memorial **
Arie Jr. and Mary Noteboom * 
Louis and Gloria Kingma *
Delbert and Betty Zwart *
Jason and Laura Dekkers *
Doug and Sue Ten Napel *
Bud and Delma Vreeman *
Don and Verla Van Sloten *
Alfred De Jong Memorial **
Doug and Betty Elgersma *
Cory and Arla Van Sloten *
Stan and Beth Vanden Berg *
Doug & Betty Elgersma *
Shirley Ten Napel *
Lynn Juffer **

Thank You 
to Iowa State Bank for their 

generous donation to the school.


