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chapel - shoe box packing
We had the pleasure of having Pastor Bob Pollema speak to us for our November chapel.  Our theme verse is 
from 1st Corinthians 12:12, “The human body has many parts, but the many parts make up one body. So it is with 
the body of Christ.” Our song for the month is Gifts from God by Chris Tomlin.  You should look it up and listen!  
Pastor Bob talked about how each of us has the gift of kindness.  When we use our gifts we make God happy.  
When we use our gifts, we need to use them to the best of our ability.  He gave an example of the little drummer 
boy and using our spiritual gifts.  The kiddos gave examples of what gifts they had to help people. They also took 
a spiritual gifts “test” to see what things make them special. 

We also did our annual Samaritan’s Purse shoebox packing.  We officially packed 126 boxes this year breaking 
our record.  Thank you to so many donations of items and also shipping money.  Continue to keep the children 
receiving these packages in your prayers to know the love of Jesus.  It makes my heart happy to lead this every 
year.  I think it has been 12+ years doing this project! 



Principal’s Corner
During the advent season I place four signs around our home. They are titled Love, Joy, Peace and Hope. 
I find myself reflecting on these signs during the advent season. These signs also reflect what we are 
doing at Ireton Christian daily. 

Joy: The Christian life should be filled with joy!  We experience a variety of emotions, but we know our 
faith in God provides joy, which we teach and model daily in our classrooms. In the Christmas season we 
wing Joy to the world, and we celebrate the gift of Jesus Christ, God among us. Celebrating this birthday 
gives us joy.  
Hope: As we teach our students daily our hope is that we provide a Christian perspective at age-
appropriate levels, that enables our students to nurture an eternal hope in their own lives and the lives 
of the people they meet. During Christmas, we are reminded of God’s faithfulness to us and we have 
renewed hope in his promises. 
Peace: Our world can seem so busy and often times out of control. We teach that God has made the 
whole world in his hands and he is ultimately in control of it all. We know this truth brings us peace. During 
the Christmas season, we acknowledge that the birth of Christ is an important event in brining peace to 
our world!
Love: We show love to our students and encourage them to reflect that love to their classmates. Our hope 
is that our love radiates from us to our neighbors and community. We hope that Ireton Christian will be 
a place where love is felt and where love is shared. During this Christmas season, we cherish the love 
God showed to us. A love that is so amazing that he was born in the simplest of places to the simplest 
of people. 

I am grateful that joy, hope, peace and love are a part of our daily lives. We have a chance to specifically 
celebrate them during this Christmas season. It is my prayer that during this busy time of celebrations, 
that we will experience and share these gifts as well! 

   Mrs. Kooima

In mid-November Mrs. Kooima attended an administrator meeting. The afternoon session was a panel of 
retired Christian school principals. Four out of the six on the panel served as Principal of Ireton Christian 
School!

A picture of God’s faithfulness through all generations! 
Mr. LeRoy Hollaar 1966-1971
Mr. Arlyn Schaap 1971-1976
Mr. Ron Holwerda 1976-1981
Mr. Stan Vanden Berg 1981-2006
Mr. Marlin Schoonhoven 2006-2020
Mrs. Megan Kooima 2020 – Present

Gifts given in memory of
Anita Van Bruggen



Kids of the Kingdom Preschool
We have been busy in preschool learning about balls. How big and small they are, how they roll, and are they hollow or 
solid?  So many things! We’ve spent time learning about God’s creations and the colors he created. We also made our tree 
together for the Holiday Festival.  Our theme was we are born to sparkle and our verse came from James 1:17 - Every good 
and perfect gift is from above. Check out our pictures for some highlights!

Mrs. Kooima & Mrs. Kollis

Kindergarten
The kindergarten class has certainly been working hard over the past few months!  Students have been learning to read words!  
We know all the sounds so now we are putting those sounds together to make words!  It is a little tricky, but we hope to be 
reading real books soon after Christmas!

In our different subjects, we have been writing sentences, rhyming words, looking at characters, setting, problems, and 
resolutions in stories, learning about weather, and learning Old Testament stories.

Students have been involved in helping (with our room moms!) make 
bulbs for the Holiday Festival tree. Our theme this year was Merry 
and Bright!   Also, we celebrated our annual Thanksgiving feast with 
the 1st/2nd grade class.  This is always a fun tradition for our classes.  
Soon we will be preparing for Christmas.  We love celebrating the true 
meaning of Christmas!

Mrs. Kuperus



1st & 2nd Grade
We have SO many things to be thankful for this year, but here are some 
things we are specifically thanking God for this year.

Vincent De Boer: I’m thankful for my mom and dad because they take 
me out to eat sometimes.
Hadlee Dekkers: I am thankful for my family because they help me and 
play with me.
Sophia Kooima: That we got our goat back because he’d miss us.
Lincoln Kramer: My mom, my dad, my house, my life, of course! :) 
Levi Byker: My house because when there’s a storm I’m safe.
Charlotte Van Klompenburg: I’m thankful that my mom takes care of 
me. She helps decorate.
Jaxon Van Driessen: My house, my mom and dad because they make 
me stay safe. 

Deacon Oolman: I’m thankful for my mom and dad, my aunts and uncles and 
cousins. They are all really nice to me.
Joseph Hoekstra: I’m thankful for my mom and I’m thankful for my family and 
my pets. And I’m thankful for my grandpas and grandmas.
Camden Watermen: I’m thankful for God because He created us. I’m thankful 
for my friends and my family.
Maverick Rule: Mostly my parents and all they do. And the money I have I 
guess.
Andrew Osterkamp: I am thankful we get to do cool projects in school. I’m 
also thankful for my family.
Emberlynn Franken: Friends because they’re nice to me. I’m also thankful 
for books.
            Mrs. Oolman

3rd & 4th Grade
We are just moving right along in our room.  Here are a few highlights of the month:
Math: 3rd grade just finished adding and subtracting with 4 digit numbers.  It takes a lot of time to do this especially if we 
need to rename or subtract with 0’s. We are really working hard on our flashcards. 
4th grade is finishing up with multiplication and division.  They will be starting bigger problems with that next chapter.  They are 
getting pretty fast with their multiplication facts. 
Science:  We finished up our FOSS kit about weather and climate.  We learned about the density of water and ice.  We also 
learned about evaporation by weighing wet paper towels and leaving one open and the other covered.  
Wit and Wisdom: The kids have LOVED the book Shark Attack and are looking forward to The Giant Squid.  They are doing 
a lot of paragraph writing and working with partners to find the main idea of things. 
Bible: We learned about how big Noah’s ark was.  It was HUGE.  Now we are learning the life of Abraham and Sarah. 
We have also been focusing on things we are thankful for, making ornaments for our Holiday Festival tree and reading like 
crazy in our room.  
We wish you all a very Merry Christmas!  Celebrate the birth of Jesus! 

God Bless, Mrs. Sieck



5th & 6th Grade
Hello December! 
In Science, the 5th and 6th graders got to do some really cool 
experiments with mixtures and solutions. It was really interesting to 
see how when you mix two substances together, a new substance can 
be formed that does not have the same properties as the original two. 
Some reactions happen quickly, others may take awhile. Even though 
we don’t understand how everything works, we were able to marvel 
at how God is so knowledgeable about how everything in the world 
around us works. The 7th and 8th graders are learning about human 
body systems. The students have found it really interesting how much 
is actually happening in our bodies every single second, without us 
really having to think about it. Our bodies are so cool! We are definitely 
“fearfully and wonderfully made” (Psalm 139:14)

In Bible, we are learning about the last rulers of Judah before they went into 
exile. The students have noticed a pattern of disobedience. They’ve found it 
doesn’t really matter if the king before them (their father) followed God. Each 
ruler made decisions that led the country closer to God, or further away in sin. 
Similarly, we need to make choices everyday about whether or not we want to 
follow what God is asking us to do. We can’t just make excuses about what 
other people have done. It is our own choice.

As the year has progressed, it has been a joy getting to know each student. 
To begin to understand more of who they are and who they want to be. To 
accompany them in the easy days, the difficult ones, the extra special ones 
and the ones full of struggles. Each student is incredibly unique and brings 
a variety of gifts and talents to our classroom and the world beyond. It is my 
prayer that we help them to see who God is making them to be.

Mrs Buma

7th & 8th Grade
It is hard to believe we are finished with Quarter 1 and well into Quarter 2. I have been told by teacher friends that the weeks 
between Thanksgiving and Christmas fly by! We hope to get a lot of learning done but also have some fun activities to celebrate 
the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

In Literature we wrapped up our study of the Middle Ages and even wrote 
our own historical fictional narratives. These students are quite creative, and 
it showed up in their writings! We worked as a class peer editing and helping 
give ideas to our classmates to improve their narratives. In Language Arts 
we have covered nouns, verbs, pronouns, adjectives and are working on 
adverbs. The 7th and 8th graders may not all admit it, but I really think they 
enjoy diagramming sentences too. We talk a lot about how learning grammar 
will make us become better writers. We don’t know where God is going to 
place us where writing is needed further His Kingdom and glorify Him!

We learned about The Reformation and Martin Luther by watching a 
documentary on Luther’s life. They are now educated on what it means to be 
a reformed Christian! We are so thankful for the work of Luther to spread the 
light of God’s Word. Also in Bible, we are studying the early church and Paul’s 
travels. Each week we memorize a portion of scripture. We are so thankful for 
the promises He has given to us in His Word!

For our Thanksgiving devotions, we came up with as many things as possible 
we could think of that we were thankful for and wrote them on the board. As 
you can see in the picture we have many things to be grateful for! The thing 
we are most to be thankful for is the gift of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
We look forward to celebrating Him this Christmas Season!

Mrs. Zylstra



                      * Lifetime members ($500.00)
                        Yearly Members ($25.00) 

Would you like to support Christian Education by becoming a Foundation member? The board would like to invite anyone to help promote Ireton Christian 
School. For a yearly fee of $25 or a Lifetime membership of $500, you can become an Ireton Christian School Foundation member. Please visit the school 
office or mail $25 or $500 to Ireton Christian and you will be added to the membership list! (List will be updated monthly). ALL proceeds will be placed in our 
Endowment Fund. The money raised will help defray the cost of major repairs and educational expenses encountered throughout the year, as well as helping 
keep the cost of education at a minimum. THANKS for your support!

Ireton Christian School does not discriminate in its employment policies and practices, or in its educational program on the basis of race, color, age, sex, handicap, national origin, or ancestry.

       2022-2023 Ireton Christian School Covenant Foundation Members

December and january 
birthdays
December 4  Emberlynn Franken
December 10  Charlotte Van Klompenburg
December 12  Ty Hoekstra
December 18  Donna Koopmans
January 10  Mason Kramer
January 14  Angela Kuperus
January 16  Jaxon Van Driesen
January 20  Marie McIntyre
January 24  Zachary Dekkers

Upcoming Events
December 8  School Musical  7:00 PM
December 21  1:30 dismissal
December 22-31 No School - Christmas Break
January 1-2  No School - Christmas Break
January 3  Classes Resume
January 12  End of 2nd Quarter

music
Music classes at Ireton Christian have had an eventful 
month of November! On November 18, band students 
performed at the Holiday Festival. The 5th and 6th grade 
band had their first performance with the songs Good King 
Wenceslas, Jolly Old St. Nicholas, and Jingle Bells. The 
7th and 8th grade band joined in on Jingle Bells, and in 
addition performed Silent Night and O Come, All Ye Faithful. 
Ukrainian Bell Carol was performed as a small group by Joel 
Kuperus, Evan Hooyer, and Kambrie Dekkers. 

In music and choir, students have been preparing for their 
Christmas musical performance of Back to the Manger. The 
musical takes place at a church’s annual caroling outreach, 
where the church shows God’s love to their community. 
The musical’s writer, Christy Semsen, notes the musical’s 
use of Bible verses in almost each song: “It is my deepest 
conviction that the songs that are planted in the hearts of 
children will stay with them into adulthood, which is one of 
the reasons I chose to use Bible verses as the lyrics to many 
of these songs.” The musical will be performed at Ireton 
Christian School December 8 at 7:00.

TRIP News
Upcoming order dates are: December 12.
TRIP Order forms can be printed off the school website if 
you need one.  Orders need to be in the TRIP box in the 
school office or given to Donna Koopmans by 8:00 AM on 
order dates in your family envelope.

Brenda Van Wyhe
Marion and Janice Van Soelen 
                                (2021 - 4 years)
Jason Meyer *                                     
Nicholaas and Arletta Dorhout*
Brent and Cindy Davelaar**
Tena Kramer *
Curtis J. DeVries****
Sadie De Vries****
Leroy and Joan Punt*
Evonne Wielenga*
John and Alice Jongma*******
Allen and Clara Eisma *                              
Jim and Mandy Viet*
Rick and Jill Schouten*
Michael J. Jongma*
Randy and Glenda Van Wyhe *               
Gerrit and Tracy Byker*
Kelly and Carmen Noteboom*
Darrell and Kate Noteboom*

Warren and Ruth Dekkers*
Lawrence and Dinah Ter Horst*
Duane and Lee Ann Bonnema*
Earl and Toots Kooi*
Dan and Sharon Byker*
Gerald and Rhonda Postma*
Stan and Barb Hoekstra*
Jay and Marlene Broek*
Verlyn and Karel Dekkers*
Brian and Sharla Gradert*
Allen and Ruth De Jager*
Roger and Joann Obbink*
Dick and Harriet Bonnema *
Tim and Lori Bonnema*
Bryan and Deanne Dekkers*
Doug and Cinda Faber *
David and Tammy Noteboom *
William & Nancy Kingma *
June Erickson *
Paul & Karen Bos *

Kathy Van Wyhe *
Dean and Jean Bos *
Jim and Angela Dekkers *
Carl and Ellen Klompien *
Sadie De Vries Memorial **
Arie Jr. and Mary Noteboom * 
Louis and Gloria Kingma *
Delbert and Betty Zwart *
Jason and Laura Dekkers *
Doug and Sue Ten Napel *
Bud and Delma Vreeman *
Don and Verla Van Sloten *
Alfred De Jong Memorial **
Doug and Betty Elgersma *
Cory and Arla Van Sloten *
Stan and Beth Vanden Berg *
Doug & Betty Elgersma *
Shirley Ten Napel *
Lynn Juffer **


