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Principal’s Corner
It is our prayer that your summer was filled with reconnecting with family and friends, with rest and relaxation. We 
hope you’ve had the opportunity to explore, play and enjoy God’s creation! We are looking forward to another 
school year!

At Ireton Christian School we strive for excellence. We seek to provide a place where children can grow spiritually, 
academically, and socially in a caring and challenging environment where they can feel loved and grow in 
confidence.

ICS is blessed with dedicated staff who are committed to academic excellence and building Christ-like character in
our students. We offer a variety of learning experiences that inspire life long learners. It is our mission to partner
with our parents to provide an excellent education grounded in a Biblical worldview. Above all, our goal is to teach
children to seek the Kingdom of God and to glorify Him in all we do. We firmly believe in Proverbs 22:6, “Train up
a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it.”

Our school theme for this year is “Stronger Together.” “Two are better than one, because they have a good return 
for their labor.  If either of them falls down,  one can help the other up.  But pity anyone who falls and has no one 
to help them up.”   Ecclesiastes 4:9-10 (NIV) We are looking forward to digging deeper into God’s Word learning 
more about how God has created us to be stronger together! As a school we will be focusing on being stronger 
together through prayer, through using our spiritual gifts, through reading scripture, and through knowing Christ.

It is a privilege and a blessing to serve as the principal of such an outstanding school and be a part of what God
is doing here at ICS! If I can be of any further assistance, please contact me through our school office at 712-278-
2245.

Megan Kooima

2022-2023 School Theme 
Our school theme for this year is “Stronger Together” Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their labor.  
If either of them falls down, one can help the other up. But pity anyone who falls and has no one to help them up. (Ecclesiastes 
4:9-10)

Opening Chapel
Please join us on Tuesday, August 23, the first day of school, for our opening chapel at 8:30 AM. During this chapel we will be 
praising God and asking for His blessing on our school year.  

A Few Reminders About Our Four Day School Week: 
School will be Monday - Thursday.  The first bell will ring at 7:50 and the tardy bell at 8:00.  Students will be dismissed from 
school at 3:30.

August and September Birthdays
August 7 Hadlee Dekkers
August 11 Vincent De Boer
September 1 Joel Kuperus
September 9 Mrs. Justine Byker
September 27 Kambrie Dekkers



Welcome New Faculty
New faculty members at Ireton Christian School for the 2022-2023 school year are Jacquelyn Buma (5th & 6th Grade 
Homeroom Teacher), Gina Zylstra (7th & 8th Grade Homeroom Teacher), and Emily Laackmann (Music/Band Teacher).
We welcome them to Ireton Christian School!  

Jacquelyn Buma
Hi! My name is Jacquelyn Buma and I am looking forward to joining the Ireton 
Christian family next fall as the 5th/6th grade homeroom and 5th-8th grade math 
and science teacher. My husband, Michael and I will be moving up to Orange City 
from Pella this summer (from one Iowa Dutch town to the other). We got married 
last summer after I graduated from Dordt. I grew up in Sheldon, so I am looking 
forward to being back in Northwest Iowa again. This will be my first year teaching, 
and I am excited to be back in the classroom, on the other side of things this 
time! My husband and I love to spend time outside camping, hiking, kayaking, 
disc golfing, hammocking, swimming, hanging out at bonfires, you name it! If 
it’s outside, we love it! I am excited to begin building new relationships in a new 
community, and look forward to meeting my students, as well as their families. I 
have a passion for teaching and learning, and I am excited to see what God does this year!

Gina Zylstra
Hello! My name is Gina Zylstra, and I will be one of your new middle school teachers next year 
teaching 5-8 Language Arts/Reading, 5-8 Social Studies and 7-8 Bible. My husband Mark and 
I live in Orange City. We have four children who keep us very busy! Lucy will be a sophomore 
at Dordt University. Molly is finishing her junior year and Ruby her freshman year at Unity 
Christian. Henry is a 6th grader at Orange City Christian. I taught 5-6 grades at Newton 
Christian Grade School and loved that age as well as the small Christian and family focused 
school. I left teaching to be a stay at home mom and thoroughly enjoyed being home with 
my kids. We moved from Pella to Orange CIty 4 years ago, and 3 years ago I began working 
at Unity Christian High School as their secretary. After hearing about the Ireton Christian 
middle school opening, God would not let me forget about it. He led me to inquire, apply and 
ultimately accept the teaching job at ICS, and I continue to get more excited to fulfill the call of 
teaching God has placed on my heart. I am eager to teach His covenant children to discover 
and develop their God given gifts to further His Kingdom!

Emily Laackmann
Hello, my name is Emily Laackmann and I am so excited to be the music and band teacher 
next school year! I live in Sioux Center, and will continue to reside there after my fiancé, 
Tom Toel, and I get married in July. I graduated from Northwestern College in 2017, and am 
currently working on attaining my Masters Degree in music education via distance learning at 
the University of Minnesota. I taught 5-12 band at Boyden-Hull for four years and 5-8 band at 
Newton Christian School for one year. My main instruments are clarinet and saxophone, and 
I’ve been involved in the Dordt University Campus-Community band and local musicals. 
I am looking forward to meeting all of the students and families of Ireton Christian School. I 
can’t wait to make music, and to guide students through the gift, enjoyment, and purpose of 
music that God has given us!



Office Hours
SECRETARY- Our office hours for the secretary will be from 
7:45-3:30 pm on Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday. Please 
use these times to call, or else it will disrupt class time 
or no one will be available. You can leave a message with 
your name, number, and a brief message and we will get back 
to you.

Items for the weekly note will be due in the office by 
Thursday at 8:00am.

New Students
If you are a new student to ICS, we will need these 
documents: updated immunization record, vision screening, 
lead screening, dental screening, and if 5th grade or older 
a completed athletic physical. Please have these present at 
Back to School Night.

Updated Immunization 
Information
Parents please make sure your students are updated on 
all of their immunizations. If you need assistance on where 
to go to get them, please contact Community Health Partners 
at 1-800-435-3454 or 737-2971 during regular hours 8:00-
4:30.

Athletic Physicals
Students in any Junior High Athletic events should have a 
physical by their family doctor before the sporting events 
begin in the fall. Many places offer physicals throughout the 
early part of August at a lower or discounted rate, please take 
advantage of these and turn in your physical forms before the 
first day of school.  Athletic Physical Forms are available 
on the homepage of the school website or in the packet 
of forms available on registration night.

Parent/Student Handbook
The Parent/Student Handbooks will be distributed to families 
with students at ICS as soon as possilble after the new school 
year begins. Please read through the materials for your 
own information, keep on hand. If anyone needs a copy, 
we will have more at the office.

Rally Day Sale
The annual Rally Day Sale will be held on Saturday September 
17 at 6:30 pm. Please have your donations to the school after 
3:00 pm on Friday and all day Saturday. Keep this day open 
and come and support our school. We hope to see all of you 
and your family and friends at this wonderful event.

Dress Code
A reminder to parents and students to keep in mind the dress 
code as you buy clothes for the new school year.

• All clothes should be modest and appropriate for a 
Christian witness

• Suggestive words or the advertisement of alcoholic 
beverages, smoking, drugs, or anti-Christian groups 
on clothing are not appropriate

• Shorts may be worn during months of Aug., Sept., 
Oct., April and May. Shorts must be mid-thigh length 
or longer.

• For grades 5-8 shirts must have sleeves. The student’s 
midriff should not be exposed and shirt should not be 
too tight

• Skirts should be knee length or longer.
• Footwear is required, only athletic shoes, no sandals 

or flip-flops.
• No black sole tennis shoes.  
• Caps, hats, or headbands are not permitted in class.
• Wear appropriate clothing for winter weather such 

as coats, hats, gloves, and boots.
• Parents will be contacted if the child’s clothing is 

inappropriate.

TRIP News
Upcoming order dates are:  August 29.

Orders need to be in the TRIP box in the school office or 
given to Donna Koopmans by 8:00 AM on order dates in your 
family envelope. No late orders will be taken. Do not fax or call 
orders to my house - money needs to accompany orders or 
they will not be processed. Please try to remind your child to 
bring the order to their teacher or the office right away when 
they get to school, so that orders will not be forgotten or late.

Ireton Christian School 
Auxiliary
All mothers with children in our school are automatically a 
member of the Auxiliary. We also extend an invitation to all 
ladies who have a vested interest in our children to participate 
as an Associate member. This organization helps and works 
many of our school’s fund raisers and activities. 

 President  Val Westergard 
 Secretary  Amanda Van Driesse 
 Treasurer  Nicki Weida


